Clark County School District
School Name Committee
Facility Name Application
Naming Existing Portions of School or Nonschool Facilities

Periodically, names are submitted to the School Name Committee to dedicate a portion of a
school or non school facility to honor distinguished citizens and educators.

All nominations are made available to the public for review and are posted on the Clark County

School District’s website at cesd.net.

Existing Portion of Facility to be Named: Goolsby Elementary School Atrium
Location: Central Atrium

Administrator of Facility: Lorraine Blume Phone Number: 799-2520
Name of Person Contacted at this Facility: Lorraine Blume

Proposed Name: Abell’s Atrium

Nominee’s Occupation: Project Director of Research at Sierra Nevada College
Year of birth: City: Hollywood State: California
Years in Clark County: 28

Person Submitting the Nomination: Teachers, parents and students
Address: 11175 W Desert Inn Rd

City: Llas Vegas State: NV

Home Phone: Office Phone: 799-2520

Employment in the Clark County School District:
Principal, Goolsby Elementary School Faill 2003 through 2008

Principal, Paradise Professional Development School 1998 through Spring 2003

Principal, Harmon Elementary School 1994/05 through 1998

Assistant Principal, Mendoza Elementary School 1993 through 1994






activities between the school and University went beyond the classroom day impacting the

education and welfare of students.

Government Service (the activities that have contributed to children or education to the
betterment of Clark County:

Ms. Abell established the first Professional Development School in the Clark County School
District. Not only did this model gain national recognition, but educators from Japan, Canada,
Hawaii, Europe, Australia, and other countries frequently visited the school with an
entourage. The contacts with colleagues from around the world enriched teacher practice
and expanded student horizons. Students were privileged to participate in live chats with
noted physicists, environmentalists, authors, and NASA.

What Contact has been made with the Specified Facility/School/Administrative Office/Parent
Group. Do they support this name change?

The Parent Leadership Team at Goolsby Elementary School was actively involved in
establishing the Atrium gardens with the students. The teachers and parents collaborated
with the Cooperative Extension Services to plan the vegetable and floral gardens, which
became part of the science curriculum. The principal was pivotal to the success of the
program, thus the parent team recommended that the atrium be named in her honor.

Special Attributes, Talents, Accomplishments, or Contributions not listed Elsewhere:

Under Ms. Abell’s leadership, a school within a school was established, often referred by the
parents as “the hidden private” school, due to its model school environment and exemplary
teaching staff. The internal school structure was modeled after the Accelerated Schools, a
governance model which empowered teachers and parents to make decisions that impacted
the student’s education and citizenship. A training component was established by Ms. Abell
and sustained by the teachers even before the school was built. The training and
mentorships evolved into “rounds” of demonstration lesson whereby teachers visited other
teacher’s classrooms and learned from one another. The “rounds” expanded as teachers from
other schools observed Goolsby classrooms. True leadership is building the “best” in others
and ushering collective talents to create leadership capacity of the whole staff. Thisis what

Ms. Abell exemplified.



March 21, 2011

To Whom [t May Concern,

| had the pleasure of working for Ms. Abell for seven years as the Physical Education
Teacher at both Paradise Professianal Development School and Goolsby Elementary School.
During my time as a member of her staff, Ms. Abell inspired me to achieve my personal best
and encouraged others to do the same. She believed in celebrating the leadership within all
and when Ms. Abell was chosen to open Goolsby Elementary School, | accepted her invitation
to follow with pride. With her team of teachers and staff members, Ms. Abell created a haven
to inspire others to become leaders and achieve their personal best. Goolsby Elementary
School, under the leadership of Ms. Abell, opened its doors with the goal to empower students
to achieve academic and social success. Leadership teams were created to ensure the school’s
goals were met and Ms. Abell’s approach was always to meet the needs of each student. Her
vision was to develop a learning environment that would inspire each student and staff
member to reach new levels of success. On a personal note, Ms. Abell served as my mentor
during my time as a graduate student at UNLV while working towards a Master of Educational
Leadership degree. | strive to model her professionalism each day and hope to have the
opportunity to serve a school much like she did. Her legacy lives on at Goolsby Elementary
School and since Ms. Abell was the first principal to lead the school in its quest for excellence, it
seemed appropriate to honor her legacy by dedicating the school’s atrium to her. Upon
learning of Ms. Abell’s retirement, the school community brainstormed ideas for how to do so
and the name “Abell’s Atrium” was voted on and applauded by all. She will always be an
inspiration to those who knew her at Goolsby and her name on the atrium wall wili serve as a
reminder that the school was lucky to have had such a leader open its doors.

Sincerely,
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Michael Shenkberger
Physical Education Teacher

Goolsby Elementary School



Mirech 21, 2011
To Wihow It M%j Conterw:

Winew asred to tatk about the upact Trudl Abell waade on our school, coolsby Elementary
Sehool, and why it would be appropriate to glive her name to the atviwm, | will tell You was

she a{:factasi me as o teacher working under her direction.

Coolsoly was meant to be outstanding, reaching far above the wormal. Thus our mascot is a
arey kauwa&~¢}aoési}5 f:;rﬁghmwds, Leaders o{ the Packe. fi"vergt’nmg thot was chosen {c v the
senool- shivts, folders- was to manifest this cut above. The folders contained Lea rniing tools to

lm}: wits homeworie, L LRarnling was alwe Ys the wapst ‘mearwwt t"rr.zim,.gh
i

Trudi was alwrys out ond aveut. She cyeled into Your classroon at least once a week and
soraetimes wore often. Sometimes she stayed to wateh and other thmes, she just Looked in.
She was out ow the ptaygrouwnd or in the tunchroom, every doy. She wanted to make sure each

employee was working toward that cut above by educating.

Of ail the things that Trudi Avell did as a Leader of the school, the most lamportant one { think
was that she was a curriculum leader. Ench tn-service day was packed full of techniques and
Ldeas to help the tencher grow. [ always likened it to belng stretehed to my) capacity). we

always nad the things we needed to get the job done. Thot job was educating the Young people

of the nelghiorhoed.

Ms. Abell is a true Leader and Left her mark on Goolsby. It seems only fitting that a room
would vear her wanee, She ls part of the history of eolsby. She got it off to a great stavt. |
ean actually hear her voice sometimes as | look at things around the school, and | revaenber

that we ave a4 cut above,

Simaretgj,
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I am submitting a letter of recommendation to name the
Goolsby Elementary School atrium the "Abell's Atrium” in
honor of retired principal, Trudi Abell.

Ms. Abell will long be remembered for her many years as
a CCSD teacher and principal. Her most outstanding quality
will always be her exemplary leadership ability. Trudi had the
rare ability to quietly lead her staff and yet nurture growth
so that each staff member reached their true potential and
also become leaders in education. A unique quality of her
leadership with her staff was fostering a climate of best
practices and yet always allowing her staff to be themselves
and teach to their own personal style to achieve their highest
potential as an educator. Another example of Ms. Abell's
leadership was opening a new school and also working with
UNLV to establish the Paradise Professional Development
School. It took a great leader to establish a school to serve
neighborhood children, most of them considered at risk, and
yet building a professional development school that would
provide an active role in preparing future teachers for the
classroom and training for current district teachers. Under
Ms. Abell’s leadership her staff thrived in a challenging and
stimulating environment to teach each student teacher and
regular classroom student and also providing them with the
best education possible.

Ms. Abell also opened a second school, our Goolsby
Elementary School, and through her leadership and guidance
this began and continues to be an outstanding school in CCSD.
Trudi was a visionary and it was a privilege to open both
schools with her. I began teaching for Trudi at the old
Paradise School the year the new school was being built. My
professional growth was never greater as we met and planned
with the UNLV College of Education professors as to how the
future teachers would gradually start in our classrooms for



several semesters until their actual student teaching
experience. We never called them student teachers they were
always called “interns”. I truly feel Ms. Abell had a keen
sense of commitment to giving back to the CCSD educational
community the very best future teachers that she and her
staff could possibly train and model the best teaching
practices to ensure their success with their future teaching
endeavors. Even at Goolsby accepting a student teacher from
Trudi she loved nothing more than to see that future teacher
blossom and show growth ready with enthusiasm to become a

new CCSD teacher.
I opened the Paradise Professional School with Trudi and

also Goolsby Elementary. At both schools I was 2™ grade
chair and also on the A+ Team working very closely with
Trudi. I feel it very fitting that upon her retirement the
Goolsby atrium would be named in her honor.

Gwen Vedral
Grade 2 Teacher
Goolsby Elementary





